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Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R §1 .56, it is requested that the documents 
listed on the accompanying Forms PTO/SB.08a and 08b be considered and made record in the 
above-identified patent application. Other than cited U.S. patents and published patent 
applications, copy(ies) of these documents □ are enclosed (3 were filed in related U.S. 
Application No(s) 09/963.347 filed 09/25/2001 . Since the Examiner is believed to have 
ready access to the cited U.S. patents and published patent applications, copies of these 
documents are not herewith transmitted, but will be provided upon request. 



(b) 



No fee is believed due because: 



□ This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted concurrently with 
the filing of the above-identified application; or 

□ This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted within three (3) 
months of the fifing date of the above-identified application, or 

□ This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted concurrently with 
a Request for Continued Examination (RCE), or 

□ This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted prior to the mailing 
of a first Office Action on the merits. 

(c) [X] This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted before the mailing 
date of any final action, notice of allowance or an action that otherwise 
closes prosecution; and 



□ Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement; or 
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□ No item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application, and 5 to the knowledge of the 
undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was known to any 
individual designated in § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of this information Disclosure Statement; or 

[X] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the requisite fee. 



(d) □ This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted on or before the 
payment of the issue fee; and 

□ Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign apptication not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement; or 

□ No item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the 
undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information 
contained in this (information Disclosure Statement was known to any 
individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement; and 

□ The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the requisite fee. 

[X] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required for this Information Disclosure Statement, or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 19-0365. 
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